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How do you teach a close reading of 
the text, The Tempest, Act 1, Scene 2?



In this lesson you will learn how to craft a 
set of close reading lessons by hearing 

highlights from my lesson creation process.



1. How did I craft and sequence text dependent 
questions for this text?

2. How did I identify the Common Core Standards 
addressed by my questions?

3. How did I analyze the Common Core Standards 
to plan my lessons?



Let’s Review

Text dependent questions… 

✓ Require students to read and engage with the text to 
answer the question. 

✓ Take on the most challenging sections of text and the 
ideas and concepts most worthy of further exploration.

✓ Are sequenced to support comprehension and build 
towards a big understanding.



Close Reading

Key understandings?

Challenging parts?

Worth further time and 
exploration?



Close Reading

Key understandings?

• How does Shakespeare establish the plot?

• How does Shakespeare develop Prospero’s 
character throughout this scene?



Close Reading

Challenging parts?

• Why does Shakespeare provide us with a 
complex character who demonstrates both 
positive and negative character traits?

• How can annotations be utilized strategically to 
clarify understanding of the scene?



Close Reading
Worth further time and 

exploration?

• How do other characters view Prospero 
and what does this tell us about his 
character?

• Do we trust Prospero’s account of past 
events?



Let’s Review
Text dependent questions • How does Shakespeare establish 

the plot?

• How does Shakespeare develop 
Prospero’s character throughout 
this scene?



Let’s Review
Text dependent questions 

How does Shakespeare’s characterization of Prospero influence our interpretation of 
the plot?

Do we trust Prospero’s narration of past events?

How does Shakespeare develop Prospero as a complex character?

What can we infer about Prospero’s character by contrasting how he views himself and 
the manner in which others view him?

What do we learn about Prospero through his interactions with other characters?

How can we use footnotes present in the tempest to establish Prospero’s motive for 
seeking revenge?

How does Shakespeare establish the plot?

What standards
does my series

of text dependent
questions
address?



Standard Analysis

How does Shakespeare establish the plot?

• Clear picture of order of 
events

• How the author manipulates 
time

Standard Number RL.9-10.5

Analyze how an author’s choices 

concerning how to structure a text, 

order events within it (e.g., parallel 

plots), and manipulate time (e.g., 

pacing, flashbacks) create such effects 

as mystery, tension, or surprise.

What skills will students need to be able to 
successfully answer this question?



Standard Analysis

STANDARD RL.9-10.5
Analyze how an author’s 

choices concerning how to 

structure a text, order events 

within it (e.g., parallel plots), 

and manipulate time (e.g., 

pacing, flashbacks) create such 

effects as mystery, tension, or 

surprise.

STANDARD RL.8.5

Compare and contrast the 

structure of two or more 

texts and analyze how the 

differing structure of each 

text contributes to its 

meaning and style.

STANDARD RL.11-12.5
Analyze how an author’s 

choices concerning how to 

structure specific parts of a text 

(e.g., the choice of where to 

begin or end a story, the choice 

to provide a comedic or tragic 

resolution) contribute to its 

overall structure and meaning as 

well as its aesthetic impact.

GRADES 9-10 GRADES 11-12GRADES 8



Standard Analysis

Standard Number RL.9-10.5

Analyze how an author’s choices concerning how to structure a text, order 

events within it (e.g., parallel plots), and manipulate time (e.g., pacing, 

flashbacks) create such effects as mystery, tension, or surprise.

How does Shakespeare establish a plot through manipulating 
time?

How does Shakespeare establish the plot?



Standard Analysis

Lesson 1: RL.9-10.5

Lesson 2: RL.9-10.4

Lesson 3: RL.9-10.3

Lesson 4: RL.9-10.3

Lesson 5: RL.9-10.3

Lesson 6: RL.9-10.3

Lesson 7: RL.9-10.3

Common Core Standards



In this lesson you have learned how to craft 
a set of close reading lessons by hearing 

highlights from my lesson creation process.


